ABSTRACT
education as an investment good that augmented the stock of human capital (Chatterji, 2008) .
Education being an important component of human capital has always attracted the attention from economists, researchers and policy makers (Chandra, 2011) . Much of the earlier literatures focused on the relationship between education and economic growth using different model specifications. Awel (2013) indicated the relationship between human capital and economic growth for Sweden over the period 1870-2000. The results showed that education has a significant positive impact on economic growth in Sweden. Son et al. (2013) emphasized that within the European Union there is a strong positive influence of education on economic growth. Benos and Zotou (2013) investigated the effect of education on economic growth and found evidence of a genuine effect of education on economic growth using meta-regression analysis for a world sample. Oluwatoyin (2012) found a positive relationship between government expenditure on education an economic growth in Nigeria. Tansel and Gungor (2012) examined the gender effects of education using province level data for Turkey. The main findings indicate that female education positively and significantly affects the steady-state level of labor productivity. Simoes (2011) examined the relationship between different levels of education, i.e. between education composition and growth Results point to a significant long term relationship not only between higher education and growth but also between lower schooling levels and growth. Cooray (2010) examined the effect of the quantity and quality of education on economic growth. The results of this study showed that education quantity when measured by enrolment ratios, unambiguously influences economic growth. Chandra (2011) determined the causal relationship between education spending and economic growth in India. The findings indicated that economic growth affects the level of government spending on education irrespective of any lag effects, but investments in education also tend to influence economic growth after some time-lag. Loening et al. (2010) examined the determinants of economic growth in Guatemala, with a particular focus on schooling. The results based on the error-correction methodology showed a better educated labor force has a positive and significant impact on economic growth during 1951 -2002 . Dracea et al. (2010 investigated the impact of education funding over the economic growth in Romania during the interval of time 1991-2009. They showed the doubling of education expenditure volume (an increase of 100%) would imply an increased value of the ratio GDP.
Also, education could be considered as one of the most vital elements in combating poverty. Awan et al. (2011) showed educational achievement is negatively related to the poverty incidence in Pakistan. Gyimah-Brempong (2010) investigated the positive and significant effects of education on several development outcomes in African countries. Carmen (2009) indicated the education is highly correlated to economic development and wellbeing in Europe, the United States and Canada.
Summing up, the review of literature in this field shows that education can directly participate in production as a productive factor. It promotes the innovation and eases the adaption of new technologies. On the other hand, education can be affected the economic growth indirectly. It increases the labor force productivity. In addition above effects, education decreases the poverty. Therefore, education has multidimensional effect on the economic growth. Accordingly and with respect to the role of education in economic growth, the rest of the study is organized as follows: after the introduction, section 2 introduces the method of this study to determine the development degree of counties of Esfahan. The variables and research methodology are presented in section 2.
The major findings are presented in section 3. Section 4 concludes.
METHODOLOGY
As previously mentioned, the main purpose of this study is to investigate the development degree of Esfahan counties subject to some educational factors. Therefore, one of the main questions in this study are which factors can be used in order to rank the counties of Esfahan and how Esfahan counties can be classified in terms of these characteristics. There are various factors to evaluate the educational status but, in this study, 37 educational indices are used to rank and determine development degree of counties of Esfahan in term of educational status. These indices are selected according to data availability. It should be noted that the data that used in this study 
Order
Educational Indices 1,2
The ratio of classes and schools to special course students number 3,4
The ratio of Teaching and clerical staff employees to special course students number 5,6
The ratio of classes and schools to pre-primary education course students number
7,8
The ratio of teaching and clerical staff employees to pre-primary education course students 9,10
The ratio classes and schools to primary education course students number 11,12
The ratio of teaching and clerical staff employees to primary education course students 13,14
The ratio of classes and schools to lower secondary education course students
15,16
The ratio of teaching and clerical staff employees to lower secondary education course students 17,18
The ratio of classes and schools to upper secondary education course students
19,20
The ratio of teaching and clerical staff employees to upper secondary education course students 21,22
The ratio of classes and schools to pre-university education course students 23,24
The ratio of classes and schools to evening general education course students 25,26
The ratio of classes and schools to evening complementary education course students 27,28
The ratio of classes and schools to evening pre-university education course students
29,30
The ratio of classes to literacy movement preliminary course students in urban and rural areas
31,32
The ratio of classes to literacy movement complementary course students in urban and rural areas 33,34
The ratio of classes to literacy movement final course students in urban and rural areas
35,36
The ratio of centres and teachers to technical and vocational training organization trainees 37
The ratio of distance learning centres to students number
It should be noted that Formal education in Iran is divided into general and higher education: Hwang and Yoon (1981) with further developments by Yoon (1987) and Hwang et al. (1993) . The TOPSIS is based on the concept that the chosen alternative should have the shortest geometric distance from the positive ideal solution and the longest geometric distance from the negative ideal solution. The TOPSIS process is carried out as follows:
Step 1 Create an evaluation matrix: this matrix consist of m alternatives and n criteria, with the intersection of each alternative and criteria given as x ij . Accordingly, in this study the matrix (x ij ) m×n is formed for 23 counties and 37 indices to rank them.
Step 2 The matrix (x ij ) m×n is then normalized to form the matrix R=(r ij ) m×n , using the normalization method. r ij = x ij / pmax(v j ) , i= 1, 2, …, m, j= 1, 2, … , n. where is pmax(v j ) the maximum possible value of the indicator v j . In the other word, r ij can be calculated using vector normalization as following formula:
Step 3 Calculate the weighted normalized decision matrix as below:
Where, w ij = /∑ , j= 1, 2, … , n , ∑ = 1 (3) Wj = the original weight given to the indicator vj, j= 1, 2, … , n.
Step 4 Determine the worst alternative (A w ) and the best alternative (A b ):
A w = {(max (t ij |i= 1, 2,…, m)|jЄJ -), (={(min (t ij |i= 1, 2,…,m)|jЄJ + ) ≡ {t wj | j=1, 2,…,n}
A b = {(min (t ij |i= 1, 2,…, m)|jЄJ -), (={(man (t ij |i= 1, 2,…,m)|jЄJ + ) ≡ {t bj | j=1, 2,…,n}
Where, J+ = {j= 1, 2, …, n| j Associated with the criteria having a positive impact} and, J-= {j= 1, 2, …, n| j Associated with the criteria having a negative impact}
Step 5 Calculate the L2-distance between the target alternative and the worst condition A w as bellow:
Also, the distance between the alternative and the best condition A b is equal:
Where, d iw and d ib = L2-norm distances from the target alternative i to the worst and best conditions, respectively.
Step 6 Calculate the similarity to the best condition:
S ib = 1 if and only if the alternative solution has the best condition; and S ib = 0 if and only if the alternative solution has the worst condition Therefore, amount of S ib will be closer to one for any alternative A i that is closer to the ideal solution.
Step 7 Rank the alternatives according to S ib : Ranking alternatives is done in this step and it is possible to rank the existing alternatives based on the highest importance according to descending order Ketabi et al. (2012) .
FINDING AND DISCUSSION
In this section, the development degree of counties of Esfahan province is indicated using 
CONCLUSIONS
As mentioned before, education plays a key role in economics growth. It increases the productivity of workers and employees and raises the quality of jobs in the economy. On the other hand education reduces poverty and inequality. Therefore, determining the educational status of areas is important in order to efficient allocate of educational facilities. Accordingly, the development degree of Esfahan Counties is determined in terms of educational indices during [2007] [2008] [2009] [2010] . Based on the results of this study, the counties could be divided into three main groups.
The first group is included the counties that their ranking have improved over the intended period Such as, Fereidownshahr, Najafabad, Shahinshahr and Maimeh khor and Biabanak. The second group is related to the counties that had higher development degree at the beginning of intended period but gradually lost their positions included Barkhar, Khansar, Shahreza and Natanz. Other counties are considered in the third group that their development degrees have fluctuated considerably during intended period. Although, Khansar County was in the second ranking in 2007, but its development degree has declined so that it has placed in eleventh place at the end of studied period. Shahreza has ranked in third in 2007, but its development degree has reduced extremely. 
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